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ABSTRACT 

The "Rebus Reading Book series" in this document 
consists of 10 booklets, each containing an illustrated story adopted 
from an Indian folk tale. The booklets, intended for use as 
supplementary readers, are designed to ^Introduce readers in grades 
1,7 to 2-2 to Indian cultural history as well as to improve use of 
English by building larger speaking and reading vocabularies. A 
description of each story follows: "Why the Robin Has a Red Breast" 
depicts how the robin singed his breast to help an Indian boy; 

"Flying Jack Rabbit Gets His Name" shows how a little boy gets his 
name by saving the jack rabbit from the eagle; "Why the Bear Has a 
Short Tail" tells how the fox tricks the bear into ice fishing with 
his tail; "A Brave Scout" depicts how a buffalo hunt becomes a sad 
event for Red Leaf when wolves come to eat the buffalo; "The Magic 
Basket" reveals how the cedar tree helps the village women by giving 
a magic basket that loses Its magic when the women become lazy; "The 
Kind Bean-Mouse" tells how the bean-mouse helps a hungry family that 
Is punished when the selfish mother steals from the mouse; "How the 
Indians Got Fire" depicts how the wolf and other animal friends help 
the Indians get fire from 2 old women; "Fish for All" tells how the 
wolf tricks 2 old women so he can open the dam and let out the fish* 
"Why the Bees Can Sting" reveals how the Great Spirit gave stingers 
to bees so they could drive away the bear who stole their honey; and 
"Dark Cloud" tells why some animals hibernate all winter- (MJB) 
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Summary 

The purpose of the work was to create two new sets of simple books 
to be used with very young Sioux Indian children. Doth sets of books 
fiuve l>een specifically designed to improve self-concepts. Inculcate 
pride of culture and heritage and to improve use of language by building 
larger speaking and reading vocabularies in very young children. 



The Read Aloud Stories series of ten stories is one intended to be 
read to preschool and - ' early elementary students who are not yet 
proficient readers. Each one of the Read Aloud S tories Is designed to 
convey a simple concept to the young child concerning his Indian heritage 



The Rebus Reading Hook series, intended for use as supplementary 
readers. Includes ten titles. The stories are adaptations of Indian 
folk tales and are planned to Introduce readers to the cultural history 
of the Indians, particularly the Sioux, Tliey have been illustrated by 
students from St, Paul*s Indian School, Marty, South Dakota, Rebuses 
have been used in the texts to reduce vocabulary load. Readability, 
as established by the Spache adaptation of the Dale-Chall fonnula, 
ranges from 1,7 to 2,2 grade level. Seven of the ten stories are 
below second grade level in difficulty. The books were field-tested 
for Interest and readability levels using first, second, and third 
f^ade pupils. 
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HOW THE INDIANS GOT FIRE 



A Rebus Reading Book 



Story adaptation and rebuses by: 

Mabel Schleif, Ph.D, 
University of South Dakota 
Vermillion, South Dakota 



Illustrations by: 
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St. Paul’s Mian School 
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TO THE PARENT OR TEACHER 



The reader will need to know these picture words 





...squirrel 

...frog 

...women 



HOW THE INDIANS GOT FIRE 



Once, long ago, Indians did not have 
There was in only one place. 



It was in the 




A 



of two old 







The would not give up the 



They were not friends with the Indians. 
They would not give to the Indians. 





Winter was coming. 

It was cold. 

The Indians wanted to keep warm 

A 

But they could not get 



So the Indians went to their friends. 
Their friends were the in the 



















"Will you help us? n said the Indians. 
"Will you help us get the 




will you help us? 




will you help us? 
will you help us? 
you help us? 





, will you help us? 
, will you help us? 



you help us get the 








"I will help," 
"I will help," 
"i will help," 
"I will help," 





"I will help, 



said 




"I will help," said the^§2b, 

"We will help get the they all said 
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Let us 



(I 




tr 



must make a good plan. 



Then we will get the 
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"The two old 






help me carry 



me carry the 
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me. 




to the Indian s." 




said, "I will help you, 
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near 




I will help you carry 
I will help you carry 
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said. "I will help y 
I will stay in the grass 
I will help you carry tt 
I will help you carry th 







to the Indians 



to the Indians. 




said, "! will help you, 



stay in the oak 







you 



carry the 
carry the 
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to the Indians. 
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said, "I will 



in the 
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! will help you carry the . 



I will help you carry the to the Indians 




said, "I 

We will get the from the 




We will carry the A to the Indians. 




Then they will be warm again." 
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So 




went to the 




of the two old 




He gave a loud cry. 

The /^looked out of the<&. 
"What do you want?" they asked. 



"I am 
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the^F^v 
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I come in by your 
may come in," said 
You may warm yourself by the 





It 
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went into the 





Soon they heard a noise. 



ran out of the 





They ran to 
Then the 



see what made the noise 







took the 




He ran away from the 
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to the Indians. 

"Catch the^V^,' 1 said one 4 
They both ran and ran after the 
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Then the 



The 





came to the oak 



was in the oak 
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Catch the 



The 




and run," 
catch the 



He ran and ran. 















Then the 




came to the pine 
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was in the pine 

"Catch the and fly," said the 
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The did catch the 




He flew and flew. 




Then the 
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"Catch 
The 




came to the 






was in the 
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and swim, " said the 
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did catch the ^ 



He swam and swam. 



But the two old 




could not swim. 
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The two 




did not catch the 

JL> 




They did not get the 








came to the Indians by the 




The Indians took the 
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Now it was a little ^2 
Then the Indians made it into a 
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The big 
The big 
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the Indians warm, 
the Indians happy. 



But the Indians did not forget their friends. 
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A BRAVE SCOUT 

A Rebus Reading Book 




Story adaptation and rebuses by: 
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Marty, South Dakota 
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TO THE PARENT OR TEACHER 
The reader will need to know these picture words: 
.Red Leaf, an Indian scout 
.dogs 
. , . buffaloes 

d °9 

...lake 

tipis 

....wolves 
buffalo 
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A BRAVE SCOUT 





was . an Indian scout. 



had to look for 



That is the work, of a scout. 




is^ 



His 





was a scout, too. 




Winter had come. 





is covered with ice. 



The men went with 



They went to the 



They saw the 



They began to drive the 




to the 



His Vi) helped the Indians, too. 















came to the 



They could not run away. 
The Indians could shoot the 





"Let us go home," said the Indians. 
"It is dark now. 



It is snowing. 



We will come back tomorrow to get the 



So the Indians went home to 
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Snow came down. 

The wind blew. 

It was hard work to go home to the 
Not all the Indians went home to the 

not come home. 
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For two days the snow came down. 
The wind blew. 

Then the sun began to shine. 

qS £* 

"Let us go to the'^-cEI??" said one 
"Let us find 
Let us find his^j-^. 

Let us find the scouts." 







the men. 




The Indians walked to the 




The Indians had a surprise. 




One of the Indians said, "I hear something 




ice, 



li 



lians ran out on the ice. 
The ran away. 

They looked for x Red i 
There was his 
But where was Red 






"Listen," said one of the Indians. 




skin. 
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I hid in the 




skin,' 



I hid to get away from the 
Where is my Vi? ? 



Where is my scout?" 



The Indians looked. 



Then they saw his 



The 'Vi? was hurt. 




All the Indians were sad. 
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brave scout," they all said. 
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We will always love them. 
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This is why Indians love 
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FLYING JACK RABBIT GETS HIS NAME 



A Rebus Reading Book 



Story adaptation and rebuses 

Mabel Schleif, Ph.D. 
University of South Dakota 
Vermillion, South Dakota 



Illustrations by: 

Geraldine Provost, Age 13 
St, Paul’s Indian School 
Marty, South Dakota 
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TO THE PARENT OR TEACHER 



The reader will need to know these picture words 



...Little Boy, an Indian boy 



. .. Sly Fox 



. . . Running 




,Runnin 




Brave Eagle 



Rabbit 



.tipi 





rabbit 
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fox 
. . . wolf 



SM ears 







ears 



#6 



r n * * i m » 



FLYING JACK RABBIT GETS HIS NAME 





lived in a 



He lived with his father and mother. 



'I am twelve years old," said ,Littl^ 




"I want a new name. 

I do not like ^ Little 
I am too biq for .Litth 
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"Yes, " said his father. 

"You are twelve years old. 

The Great Spirit will help you get a new name. 

I will take you out in the 
You will stay alone. 

You will stay alone for many days. 

Great Spirit may send you a dream. 

Or Great Spirit may send you an animal friend. 
Then you will have a new name." 




and his father started out. 



They walked and walked. 



They walked a long way. 



Then they came to the 



were far from the 





"You will stay here," said his father. 
"You will stay here until Great Spirit 



a new name. 
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sat down to 



sat and sat. 



He waited and waited. 



Night came. 



"Maybe I will have a dream," s 




Great Spirit will send my name in a dream. 
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came. 



did not have a 




He 



So he sat and waited. 



Then along came a 
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ill you be my 
my name be 





at little 



Then he ran 
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came a 



you be my animal friend? 

Will my name be ,Sly T asked 




But the 





ran away. 



was still little 




came a 
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"Will you be my animal friend? 



Will my name be ^Runnini 




?" asked 




ran away. 



was still .Little 
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Days went by. 

Nights went by. 

.Little. W,did not have a dream. 
And he did not have an animal 
So he was 







Great Spirit has forgotten me. 
Great Spirit will not send a dream, 



not send an animal friend. 



I will always be v Littl§ he cried. 
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was 



Then he saw something. 

He saw something high in the sky. 



flying high in the sky. 




is a good name," said .Li 



be my friend." 




Then he saw the 



try to catch a j 





to .Little 



too. 
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Closer and closer they came. 



called, "Save me. 



Save me from the 



Do not let the 




catch me. 



If you will help me, I will help you. 



i! 




not catch the 




And so he flew away. 
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"Thank you," said the jack 
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me. 



Now I will help you. 



I will make your 
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run as 



hear as 



And I 



give you my name. 
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as my -MA. 
my M . 
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He ran home to his 

He told his mother and father about his animal 
friend. 



Mother and Father were happy, too. 



"You are not .Little. 




now. 



Your name shall be .Flying Jack 
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FISH FOR ALL 



A Rebus Reading-Book 



Story adaptation and rebuses by: 




' ’.*^3 

:.jgp 



■ 



■'^r: 

■;WM 

■ 

::SIS 



*'is£ 






Jj 



Mabel Sehleif, Fh«D. 
University of South' Dakota 
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TO THE PARENT OR TEACHER ; 
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The reader will need to know these picture words: 
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Each day they went to the 
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The Indians could not get the 
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TO THE PARENT OR TEACHER 
reader will need to know these 
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I will help you 
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You will stay for seven days. 



You will stay alone in the 
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You will be brave. 



And you will get a new name." 
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"Here is, a 



good place. 



the # 



You will si 

You must keep the burning. 

you will be safe. 

Brown lives in the 







is afraid of 



Brown 

Do not sleep, 

must keep the 
Then you will be safe. 

You will be safe from Brown 
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He did not want the to go out. 



But he was tired. 
He fell asleep. 
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The spark grew bigger and bigger. 
The brought grass and twigs 
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The had burned 
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TO THE PARENT OR TEACHER 
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He lives in a hole under the ground. 



He works hard. 

He gathers food for his family. 

Sometimes he shares his food with others, too. 



is is a story of a kind <P- 




and an unkind 
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did not grow. 



"We will have no food," said the father. 




does not grow. 



I! 




II I 



"i 



heard the father. 
" said the 
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took some 



to the 




So the next day the family in the 
to eat. 

Now they were happy. 

They were not hungry. 






"Who helps us? 
Who gives us <£w 




to eat?" said the mother. 



"It must 








shares his food with 




He took 
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No one saw 
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"I shall watch at night. 
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"No, " said the father. 



"You must not take 




from the 




unless you can pay 



Great Spirit will be angry. 
Great Spirit will be angry 
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But the mother did not listen. 



That night she watched. 



She watched for the 
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back to his 



"Now I know how to get more 
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The next day the 



er went to get 




She got them from the home of the (P- 
Every day she got more 
And she did not pay back. 




The father was un 



But the mother did not listen. 




One night the mother had a dream. 
Great Spirit talked in the dream. 

"You must not take from the (P- 




You must pay back what you take. 

If you do not pay back, your will be hungry 
again."' V 
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She did not listen. 

She did not pay back. 
And she took more and 
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It burned all the grass and all the 



And it burned the 
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Now they had no 
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And all because the mother took 





not pay back! 
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